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In the big wide world, who can we trust?  Can you distinguish who is trustworthy and who is not reliable?  Sometimes, when you think that the one beside you is trustworthy, she may be the one who betrays you the next minute.  Interpersonal relationships in reality are complicated.  However, the characters in Macbeth have even more complicated and fragile relationships among themselves.
William Shakespeare created this story using the theme of trust, violence and cruelty.  There are three witches in the story and their prophecies are significant throughout the story.  The three withes first tell Macbeth and his companion, Banquo, that he will be made thane of Cowdor and eventually King of Scotland.  They have been told that Banquo’s children will be King as well.  Macbeth is made thane of Cowdor in a short time.  Although he is still uncertain about what to expect, he started to believe in the withces’ prophecy.  Lady Macbeth was told about the news of the witches’ prophecy.  Unlike Macbeth, she desires the kingship for Macbeth without any uncertainty.  In order to obtain the kingship, she plans to murder the King, who is King Duncan.  They are succeed in killing the king but Macbeth then further worries that Banquo’s heirs will seize the throne.  He murders the Banquo family, leaving Banquo’s son, Fleance, alive and escape.  During royal feast, Banquo’s ghost pays Macbeth a visit.  Macbeth is so fearful that he acts awkwardly in the feast.  He visits the witches again.  The witches tell him that he must beware of Macduff as he is incapable of being harmed by any men born of women and that forests cannot move.  Macbeth knows that all these are not rational so he feels secure.  Shortly afterwards, Prince Malcolm, Duncan’s son, and Macduff form an army and challenge Macbeth’s forces.  At the same time, Lady Macbeth is suffering from sleepwalking and commits suicide.  Macbeth goes into deep depression and frustration after knowing the news as well as Birnam Wood is indeed coming to Dunsinane, making the witches’ prophecy true.  Eventually, Macduff declares that he is given birth by cesarean section instead of “woman born”.  Hence, he kills Macbeth and becomes the king of Scotland.
The whole book is filled with violence and savagery.  From Lady Macbeth’s desire to kill King Duncan, to the final scene when Macbeth is killed by Macduff, murdering appears from time to time.  All these tragedies are caused when ambition goes beyond moral constraints, which is the main theme of this book.  The key thing is that once one decides to use violence to achieve one’s request for power, it is not easy to stop.  Violence becomes tempting when it has once given one success.  Macbeth is first not so ambitious and evil.  He is brave and always self-doubting.  He worries before his first murderer which is King Duncan.  However, Lady Macbeth, who is a stronger, ruthless person that manipulates Macbeth to murder.  After she receives the letter from Macbeth, she speaks to herself, “Come, you spirits/ That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,/ And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full/ Of direst cruelty.  Make thick my blood./ Stop up the access and passage to remorse,/ That no compunctious visitings of nature/ shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between/ The effect and it!”  In this speech, there is no such confusion.  Lady Macbeth is willing to do anything that is necessary to seize the throne.  From this speech, we can see that Lady Macbeth is the real steel behind Macbeth.
In Scene II act II, the scene in which Lady Macbeth has successfully convinced Macbeth to kill King Duncan, we can see that Macbeth is living under Lady Macbeth’s command and instructions.  She flows a temper at Macbeth, calling him a coward when she gets to know that Macbeth has carelessly forgotten to leave the dagger with the sleeping chamberlains.  She returns to the room herself to finish the dirty work.  Her behavior her illustrates her strong character, ambitious and impatience.  As a woman in that century, she should be the one acting as weak woman under Macbeth’s imperatives.  However, this frightening and evil woman here even calls Macbeth a coward, showing her intelligence and power in the marriage.  She is not even sympathetic towards King Duncan’s death.  While Macbeth worries about the blood in his hands, Lady Macbeth replies to him with “A little water clears us of this deed” “How easy it is then.”
She is described as “undaunted mettle women should compose/ Nothing but males”.  She uses the way of persuading and manipulation to obtain power.  William Shakespeare implies that Lady Macbeth is a masculine soul inhabiting a female body.  Through Lady Macbeth, the play implies that women can be as ambitious and cruel as men, yet social constraints deny them the means to pursue these ambitions on their own.

From this character, Shakespeare has given us a new perspective towards women.  It tells us that women can also be capable and sources of violence and evil.  It changes the perspective the majority holds towards women as weak and mild character.  Lady Macbeth is certainly a good example of domineering and savage woman.  Some agree that she is an evil woman that deserves to be die.  However, some also argue that what she does I s partly was for the benefit of her husband and the family.  This is the most famous and frightening woman portrayed in Shakespeare’s plays.  This character leaves us a much room to think deeply about her behavior.

Another part that I would like to discuss is in Scene V act V.  This is the scene when Macbeth hears the news of Lady Macbeth committing suicide.  He says “She should have died hereafter.  There would have been a time for such a word.  Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow Creeps in this petty pace from day to day to the last syllable of record time.  And all our yesterday have lighted fools the way to dusty death.  Out, out, brief candle.  Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage, and then is heard no more.  It is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.”  We can see that Macbeth is in desperation after knowing the death of his wife.  Her death and her power that overrides Macbeth have undone him.  He thinks that there is no longer a meaning and goal in life.  Standing in front of him is an army against him.  In his heart, he is suffering from the sadness of his dead wife.  These two situations make us see how frustrated he is.
Once thing from the story is that, one should know that no matter how strong the desire for power or the desire to kill is, one should never murder or even harm anyone.  Life is precious and we should cherish our lives as well as others’ life.  Murder is the biggest crime one could ever commit.  It is always wrong to kill.  Macbeth could have chosen other methods to take revenge instead of taking away lives that belong to others.  He does not have the right to do so.  In terms of committing suicide, Lady Macbeth has no right in taking away her own life either.  As I have mentioned above, we should cherish the best of our lives.  No matter what crime you have committed, committing suicide is not the right decision to shirk from responsibility.  To face it, and learn from it, is what should do.

This tragic ending makes us recall what leads Macbeth to such a situation.  There is no doubt that Lady Macbeth should bear a great portion of the responsibility.  She turns the brave Macbeth into a cold hearted murderer.  However, there is another question about whether Macbeth has chosen the wrong person to trust.  He can choose to trust Banquo, his companion all along the way.  He can trust Banquo as he is able to distinguish whether he is trustworthy or not after having been his companion for all the years.  Yet, in order to obtain power, he decides to kill his pal.  The ambition to kill comes from Lady Macbeth, who pushes and forces him to kill Banquo, even though she knows that Banquo is a good mate to Macbeth.  In fact, Macbeth chooses to trust Lady Macbeth.  The person who persuades him to hurt his friend as well as turning him into a more fearful person.  This is the first wrong decision Macbeth makes.  Macbeth should have thought carefully and considered the consequences before making the decision of trust.  Trusting the wrong person would end up harming oneself.
People tend to make wrong decisions, but it is important that they go on the right track afterwards.  Just like Macbeth, the act that he trusts Lady Macbeth cannot be rewritten.  But still, he still gets the chance to get back to a better person after he feels guilty about killing King Duncan.  It is a matter of one’s decision.  To trust or not to trust someone, it is a difficult decision to make.
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